Serum and lymphocyte, aluminum and nickel in chronic renal failure.
In the past decade, aluminum has been recognized as a toxic metal in patients with chronic renal failure. It is, however, possible that other trace metals, such as nickel, may also have toxic actions in these patients. The plasma concentration of a metal, such as aluminum or nickel, may not provide a valid index of either tissue content or total body burden. In the study reported here, the aluminum and nickel content of lymphocytes was measured and compared with plasma concentrations in normal controls and patients with chronic renal failure. The findings suggest that lymphocytes may be of value as a nucleated 'tissue' for the assessment of trace metal status.